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indiscriminately herded and tightly packed in vast hordes to dwell in close association with each other,"
This overcrowding leads to many evils, moral and physical. It is an appreciable factor in the terrible infant mortality in towns, though by no means its only cause. It has provided a most favourable set of conditions for the plague, which, since its outbreak (or discovery) in Bombay in 1896, has gone on increasing and spreading, until it has now almost penetrated all the provinces of India. In the year ending on the 30th September 1905, it claimed a million and a quarter of victims. As far as we can judge at present, plague appears to have come to stay. While its etiology baffles the scientific investigator, its presence has afforded a strong argument to the sanitary reformer in favour of a forward policy, and after many misunderstandings has in some measure opened the eyes of the people. Bombay the Beautiful has its City Improvement Trust, a body created and controlled by the Government, and independent of the Municipal Corporation. The Trust has cleared out large insanitary areas, and made an attempt to encourage the spread of the population in the suburbs. It has also in hand a scheme for model dwellings for the mill operatives, but the difficulty in giving it a large scope is that to cover the bare interest on the capital sunk, it would be necessary to demand a rent almost prohibitive to the mill